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R i l e y  S t a f f o r d  F a r m e r  I I I  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  2 0 2 3  a t
h i s  h o m e  i n  Y o n k e r s ,  N e w  Y o r k .  H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  W h i t e  P l a i n s ,
N e w  Y o r k  t o  p a r e n t s  R i l e y  a n d  A n t o l e n e  F a r m e r  o n  D e c e m b e r
3 0 ,  1 9 6 0 .  R i l e y  g r e w  u p  i n  E l m s f o r d ,  N e w  Y o r k  w i t h  h i s  f i v e
o l d e r  s i b l i n g s ,  a n d  t w o  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r s ,  e v e n t u a l l y
w e l c o m i n g  a  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  w e l l .  H e
a t t e n d e d  A l e x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( c l a s s  o f  1 9 7 9 )
w h e r e  h e  w a s  f o n d l y  k n o w n  f o r  b e i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p a r t y
a n d  m a k i n g  h i s  c l a s s m a t e s  l a u g h .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  h i g h
s c h o o l ,  R i l e y  w e n t  o n  t o  a t t e n d  H o f s t r a  U n i v e r s i t y .

A t  a n  e a r l y  a g e ,  R i l e y  d e v e l o p e d  a  l o v e  f o r  g o l f ,  g o i n g  o n  t o
b e c o m e  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a d d y ,  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o  g i v e
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s  a  l e s s o n  o n  h o w  t o  p r o p e r l y  h o l d
a  c l u b .  E v e n  w h e n  p l a y i n g  a  f r i e n d l y  r o u n d  o f  m i n i  g o l f  o n
v a c a t i o n ,  R i l e y  w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  s u r e  h i s  f a m i l y  h a d  p r o p e r
f o r m .  

R i l e y  w a s  a  m a n  f u l l  o f  m a n y  p a s s i o n s ,  s t r o n g  b e l i e f s ,  a n d
l o t s  o f  l o v e .  H e  t r u l y  h a d  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  w a s
u n f o r g e t t a b l e ,  m a k i n g  m a n y  p e o p l e  q u o t e  h i s  s a y i n g s  a n d
b r e a k  i n t o  l a u g h t e r ,  d a i l y .  A n y o n e  w h o  k n e w  R i l e y  k n e w
t h a t  h e  “ l u b b e d  h i m  s o m e  c h o c o l a t e , ”  a n d  w a s  r e a d y  t o
g i v e  a  b i g  “ Y u c k , ”  t o  a n y  v e g a n  m e a l  p h o t o s  h i s  s i s t e r
p o s t e d  p i c t u r e s  o f .  O f  c o u r s e ,  w e  a l l  k n e w  h e  w a s  j o k i n g .
B u t  t h a t  w a s  R i l e y ,  h e  w a s  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  j o k e s  h e  m a d e ,
t h e  t h i n g s  h e  l i k e d ,  a n d  t h e  l o v e  h e  s h a r e d .  A n d  h e  h a d  a
l o t  o f  l o v e  t o  s h a r e .
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R i l e y  l o v e d  R & B ,  h o u s e  m u s i c ,  a n d  a n y t h i n g  h e  c o u l d  d a n c e  t o ,
w h i c h ,  r e s t  a s s u r e d ,  w a s  m o s t  m u s i c .  H e  w a s  c o m p e t i t i v e  b y
n a t u r e  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  d o w n  t o  p l a y  a  g a m e  o f  B i d  W h i s t  w i t h
h i s  s i b l i n g s ,  c o n s t a n t l y  m a k i n g  t i m e  f o r  a  c o m m e r c i a l  b r e a k  t o
p e r f o r m  t h e  i n f a m o u s  O r e o  C o o k i e  S o n g .  R i l e y  t o o k  p r i d e  i n
c o o k i n g ,  a n d  l o v e d  s h a r i n g  h i s  d e c a d e n t  a n d  d e l i c i o u s  m e a l s
o n  F a c e b o o k ,  o f t e n  m a k i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y ’ s  m o u t h s
w a t e r .  W h e n  R i l e y  w a s n ’ t  c o o k i n g  h i m s e l f ,  h e  e n j o y e d  e a t i n g
h i s  d a u g h t e r  D o n a s i a ’ s ,  c u r r y ,  f r i e d  c h i c k e n ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e
p r e p a r e d  b y  h i s  “ b a b y g i r l . ”  W h e n e v e r  R i l e y  w a s  a b l e  t o ,  h e
e n j o y e d  t a k i n g  a  m o m e n t  t o  c l e a r  h i s  m i n d  o u t  i n  n a t u r e  a n d
g o  f i s h i n g .  H e  a l s o  t o o k  p r i d e  i n  b r i n g i n g  g r e a t  a i r  q u a l i t y  a n d
p e a c e  t o  h i s  h o m e ,  b y  b e c o m i n g  a  p l a n t  d a d ,  w i t h  a n
a b u n d a n c e  o f  l o v e  a n d  c a r e  f o r  h i s  m a n y  p l a n t s .  R i l e y  h a d  a n
i n t e n s e  l o v e  f o r  a n i m a l s ,  n a m e l y  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  d o g  a t  1 3 3
S e a r s  A v e ,  h i s  b r o t h e r  G a r y ' s  d o g  C h l o e ,  d a u g h t e r ' s  d o g
B e n t l e y ,  a n d  h i s  c a t  S m o k e y ,  w h o  i s  n o w  i n  n e e d  o f  a  c a r i n g
h o m e .



T h e  l i s t  o f  R i l e y ’ s  p a s s i o n s  a n d  l o v e s  g o e s  o n  a n d  o n ,  b u t  t h e r e
w a s  n o t h i n g  h e  l o v e d  m o r e  t h a n  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  J a m a l  a n d  D o n a s i a .
R i l e y  t o o k  e v e r y  c h a n c e  h e  c o u l d  t o  g o  d o w n  t o  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t o
v i s i t  h i s  s o n ,  a n d  h o p  f u r t h e r  u p s t a t e  i n  N e w  Y o r k  t o  s p e n d  t i m e
w i t h  h i s  d a u g h t e r .  H e  e v e n  h a d  h i s  w e d d i n g  a t  J a m a l ’ s  h o u s e .  W e
a r e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  R i l e y  r e s t s  w e l l ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p
w i t h  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  s p o u s e s  w a s  e v e r  g r o w i n g ,  s o  m u c h  s o
t h a t  t h e y  a l l  t o o k  a  f a m i l y  v a c a t i o n  t o  M y r t l e  B e a c h  i n  2 0 2 1 .

A n  a v i d  f a n  o f  t h e  N Y  J e t s  &  K n i c k s ,  R i l e y  w a s  a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o
t a l k  a b o u t  s p o r t s  a n d  g e t  i n t o  f r i e n d l y  d e b a t e s  w i t h  f a m i l y
a n d  f r i e n d s  o v e r  h i s  f a v o r i t e  t e a m s .  H e  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  h i s
y e a r l y  K n i c k s  g a m e s  w i t h  h i s  d a u g h t e r  D o n a s i a ,  a  L e b r o n  f a n ,
m a k i n g  e v e r y o n e  a r o u n d  t h e m  l a u g h  w h e n  t h e y  w o u l d  s t a r t  t o
g o  a t  i t .  A l t h o u g h  R i l e y ’ s  l o v e  f o r  t h e  K n i c k s  w a s  i n c r e d i b l y
s t r o n g ,  h e  s m i l e d  k n o w i n g  t h a t  h e  a n d  L e b r o n  J a m e s  s h a r e d  a
b i r t h d a y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  b o t h  h i s  d a u g h t e r ’ s  f a v o r i t e  g u y s .



R i l e y  w a s  m e t i c u l o u s ,  c l e a n ,  a n d  o r g a n i z e d .  H e  l o v e d
c r e a t i n g  a  b e a u t i f u l  f e n g  s h u i  i n  h i s  a p a r t m e n t ,  w h i c h  w a s
h i s  s a f e  h a v e n .  S e e i n g  R i l e y ’ s  l o v e l y  h o m e  m a d e  u s  a l l  w a n t
t o  s t r i v e  t o  b e  b e t t e r .  R i l e y  w a s  f u l l  o f  l i f e ,  h u m o r ,  s u p p o r t ,
a n d  s o  m u c h  l o v e .  H e  w a s  a  p r o u d  f a t h e r ,  b r o t h e r ,  u n c l e ,
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  h u s b a n d  a n d  f r i e n d .  W i t h  a n  u n q u e n c h a b l e
t h i r s t  f o r  c o n n e c t i o n ,  R i l e y  w a s  q u i c k  t o  h e l p  s o m e o n e  o u t
w i t h  a  p r o j e c t  o r  s u p p o r t  h i s  l o v e d  o n e s  w i t h  a  F a c e b o o k
p o s t ;  R i l e y ' s  l o v e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r .  H e
w a s  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  h i s  h a p p i n e s s ,  a n d  h e  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o
f i n d  i t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h i s  q u e s t  w a s  c u t  s h o r t .  R i l e y  w a s  a n
o p e n  b o o k ,  w h o  d e a l t  w i t h  b o t h  j o y s  a n d  s t r u g g l e s  h i s  e n t i r e
l i f e .  H i s  l i f e  w a s  o n  d i s p l a y  f o r  a l l  t o  s e e ,  a s  h e  w a s  a
t r a n s p a r e n t  p e r s o n .  R i l e y  t o l d  i t  a s  h e  s a w  i t ,  w h i c h  o f t e n
m a d e  p e o p l e  l a u g h ,  c h a l l e n g e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  e v e n  d e l i v e r
s o m e  t o u g h - t o - s w a l l o w  a d v i c e .  A s  w e  k n o w ,  o v e r  t i m e ,  t r u t h
h e a l s ,  a n d  R i l e y  w a s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  w a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  h i s  o w n
h e a l i n g .  H i s  i n t e n s e  d e s i r e  t o  b e  a  p o s i t i v e  m e m b e r  o f
s o c i e t y  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  h i s  a s c e n s i o n  f r o m  c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e s
t o  t h r i v i n g  t i m e s .  R i l e y ’ s  l e g a c y  w i l l  c a r r y  o n  f o r e v e r ,
r e m i n d i n g  u s  t o  o p e n l y  s h a r e  o u r  t r u t h s  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h
o n e  a n o t h e r  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  a l l  h e a l  t o g e t h e r .



Riley is survived and missed by his wife, Yvonca Michelle Farmer; children, Jamal Farmer
(Paula), Donasia Farmer (Alyssa); siblings, Brendajoy Griffin, Fonda Kitt Muhammad
(Salahuddin), Brian Farmer, Gary Farmer, Sean Farmer, Erika Carrol (Carlos); eleven

beautiful grandchildren; and many adored nieces, nephews, cousins, and dear friends.



Riley was predeceased by Riley Farmer Jr. (father), Antolene Farmer (mother), Stafford
Farmer aka Hanif Abdur Rahman (Brother), Robyne P. “Juicy” Farmer (sister), Darryle

Griffin (nephew), Saleem Muhammad (nephew) and Samantha Johnson (mother of his
dear daughter Donasia).






Riley Stafford Farmer III, known in his Muslim community as
Salih, will be sorely missed. 



He will be buried at Noor Cemetery in Cornwall, NY, where

his beloved sister, Robyne aka “ Juicy” is laid to rest. 



As they say in Islam, “ Inna lil lahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un.” From
God we come and to God we shall return. We pray Riley is at
peace and that his spirit continues to shine, as he did when

he was physically with us.






