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We are assembled in this home to be with family
and friends during the time of their grief.
We seek comfort and strength for the bereaved,
knowing full well that words fall short.

Yet, we recognize, too, that all of us are mortal, and that
our journey on this earth is not an infinite one.
Awareness of this does not diminish the pain
that family and friends experience when those
we love pass away.

We pray that our presence and our words will
ignite within those among us who mourn a
power which will sustain them as they strive
to cope with their grief.

We Are Assembled
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Die? One does not do that to a cat.
Because what's a cat to do
in an empty apartment?
Climb the walls.
Caress against the furniture.
It seems that nothing has changed here,
but yet things are different.
Nothing appears to have been relocated,
yet everything has been shuffled about.
The lamp no longer burns in the
evenings.
Footsteps can be heard on the stairway,
but they're not the ones.
The hand which puts the fish on the
platter is not the same one which used
to do it.

A Cat in an Empty Apartment - Wisłława Szymborska

Something here does not begin
at its usual time.
Something does not happen quite
as it should.
Here someone was and was,
then suddenly disappeared
and now is stubbornly absent.

All the closets were peered into.
The shelves were walked through.
The rug was lifted and examined.
Even the rule about not scattering
papers was violated.

What more is to be done?
Sleep and wait.
Let him return,
at least make a token appearance.
Then he'll learn
that one shouldn't treat a cat like
this.
He will be approached
as though unwillingly,
slowly, on very offended paws.

With no spontaneous leaps or
squeals at first.
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The gift of memory helps us to feel that our loved one subsists
with us.

By enshrining in our hearts and minds that part of Susan that
was not mortal—the goodness of her nature, the nobility of her
spirit, the purity of her soul—we keep Susan ever present in
our lives.

Nothing now can detract from the joy and beauty that we
shared. The past, with all its meanings, is sacred and secure
within our hearts.

We shall remember Susan as a living, vital presence. Our
thoughts of time shared will bring refreshment to our hearts
and strengthen us in times of loneliness and fear. These are
reflections we treasure; for there can never be too much
human warmth, too much affection, too much love.

The Gift of Memory

5 Ma’ariv Aravim

עתִִּיםמְשַׁנּהֶוּבתְִבוּנהָשׁעְרִָים,פּותחֵַבּחְכָמְהָערֲָבִים.מעַרֲִיבבִּדְברָואֲשׁרֶהעָולםָמֶלְֶאֱלקֵינוּייאתַּהָבּרָוְּ
מִפְּנֵיאורגּולֵלוָלָיְלהָ,יוםבּורֵאכּרְִצונו.בּרָָקִיעַבּמְִשׁמְרְותֵיהםֶהכַּוכָבִיםאתֶוּמסְַדּרֵהַזּמְַנִּים,אתֶוּמחֲַלִיף
תּמִָידוְקַיּםָחַיאֵלשׁמְו:צְבָאותיילָיְלהָ.וּבֵיןיוםבֵּיןוּמַבְדִּיללָיְלהָ,וּמֵבִיאיוםוּמעֲַבִיראור.מִפְּנֵיוחְשְֶׁחשְֶׁ
ערֲָבִיםהמַּעַרֲִיביי,אתַּהָבּרָוְּועֶָד.לעְולםָעָלֵינוּימְִלוְ .

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who speaks the evening into being, skillfully

opens the gates, thoughtfully alters the time and changes the seasons, and arranges the stars in their

heavenly courses according to plan. You are Creator of day and night, rolling light away from

darkness and darkness from light, transforming day into night and distinguishing one from the other.

Adonai Tz’vaot is Your Name. Ever-living God, may You reign continually over us into eternity.

Blessed are You, Adonai, who brings on evening.

Praise Adonai to whom our praise is due forever

Praised be Adonai to whom praise is due, now and forever!
המְַברְָֹיְיָאתֶבּרְָכוּ

! ועֶָדלעְוֹלםָהמְַברְָֹיְיָבּרָוְּ
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אחֶָיְיָאֱלֹהֵינוּ,יְיָיִשׂרְָאֵל,שׁמְעַ
ועֶָדלעְוֹלםָמַלכְוּתוֹכְּבוֹדשׁםֵבּרָוְּ

הַיּוֹם,מצְוְַָּאָֽנכִֹיאֲשׁרֶהָאֵלּהֶ,הַדְּברִָיםוהְָיוּוּבכְָל-מְאֹדֶָֽ.וּבכְָל-נַפְשְָׁ,בּכְָל-לְבָֽבְָ,אֱלֹהֶיָ,יְיָאתֵוְאהַָבתְָּ
לְאוֹתוּקְשׁרְַתּםָוּבְקוּמֶָֽ.וּֽבְשׁכְָבְָּ,בַדּרְֶֶוּבְלכֶתְְָּבְּבֵיתֶָ,בְּשִׁבתְְָּבּםָוְדִבּרְַתָּלְבָנֶיָ,וְשִׁנַּנתְּםָעַל-לְבָבֶָֽ:
אתֶ-כָּל-מצִוְֹתָי,ועֲַשִׂיתםֶתִּזכְּרְוּלמְעַןַוּבִשׁעְרֶָֽיָ:בֵּיתֶָמְזֻזתֹעַלוּכתְַבתְּםָעֵינֶֽיָ,בֵּיןלְטֹטָפתֹוהְָיוּעַל-יָדֶָ,
יְיָאֲנִילֵֽאלֹהִים,לכָםֶלהְִיוֹתמצִרְַיםִ,מֵארֶֶֽץאתֶכְםֶהוֹצֵאתִיאֲשׁרֶאֱלֹהֵֽיכםֶ,יְיָאֲנִילֵאלֹהֵֽיכםֶֽ:קְדֹשִיםוהְִיִיתםֶ
אֱלֹהֵֽיכםֶ.

You shall love Adonai your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your might. Take
to heart these instructions, which I charge you this day. Impress them upon your children. Recite
them when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind
them as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a symbol on your forehead; inscribe them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Thus will you remember and do all of my commandments, and so be holy before your God. I am
Adonai, your God, who led you out of the land of Egypt to be your God. I am Adonai your God.

V’ahavta

Hear, O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One!

Blessed is God’s glorious majesty forever and ever

7 In Lieu of Flowers - Shawna LeMay
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We are assembled in this home to be with family
and friends during the time of their grief.
We seek comfort and strength for the bereaved,
knowing full well that words fall short.

Yet, we recognize, too, that all of us are mortal, and that
our journey on this earth is not an infinite one.
Awareness of this does not diminish the pain
that family and friends experience when those
we love pass away.

We pray that our presence and our words will
ignite within those among us who mourn a
power which will sustain them as they strive
to cope with their grief.

We Are Assembled
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